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SECONDARY EDUCATION FACILITIES IN SERPENTINE-JARRAHDALE AREA 
Grievance 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Roleystone) [9.54 am]:  I grieve today to the Minister for Education and Training.  The 
issue I raise - I have discussed this matter with the minister on a number of occasions - relates to the lack of 
secondary education facilities in the Serpentine-Jarrahdale area.  Today I particularly want to express my 
support, and that of the Labor candidate for Serpentine-Jarrahdale, Daron Smith, for the proposal that it about to 
be considered by the minister, which seeks to establish a Serpentine-Jarrahdale grammar school.   

I will provide some information about the Serpentine-Jarrahdale area.  Serpentine-Jarrahdale is a shire that 
occupies about 20 per cent of the Perth metropolitan area.  It is in the south east corner of the metropolitan area 
and covers some 905 square kilometres.  It has a population of about 12 000, which is increasing fairly quickly; 
in fact, it is expected to double in the next 10 years.  The primary schools in Serpentine, Jarrahdale, Mundijong, 
Marri Grove and Byford are all fantastic government schools that deliver good quality education to children who 
live in the shire.  Unfortunately, the lack of secondary education facilities means that children have to leave the 
shire and travel considerable distances once they reach year 8.  The nearest school for most students is Armadale 
Senior High School.  The distance from Keysbrook to Armadale is about 35 kilometres.  From Serpentine it is 
about 27 kilometres, from Jarrahdale it is about 30 kilometres and from Mundijong it is about 17 kilometres.  
Lots of kids are getting on lots of buses throughout the district to travel to high school.  Some students attend 
Armadale Senior High School.  That is a fantastic school with a good principal, Joseph Kalajzich.  Some travel 
further to Kelmscott Senior High School, John Wollaston Anglican Community School and Lumen Christie 
College.  To travel to those schools from the Serpentine-Jarrahdale area, one can add another five or 10 
kilometres to the distances I referred to earlier.   

I have been interested in this issue since I was first elected to Parliament.  One of the first things I did after I was 
elected was to attend a Department of Education and Training briefing with representatives from the Serpentine-
Jarrahdale shire on the possibility of establishing a government high school in the shire.  We talked about the 
idea of a greenfields site.  It was obvious that the numbers simply did not stack up and that the population did not 
justify the proposal.  It was noted that the population growth would come in time, particularly with the 
population growth that was planned for Byford.  The population simply is not large enough and there is excess 
capacity at Armadale.  Frankly, the proposal was not on the short-term agenda of the Department of Education 
and Training.   

The minister and I have had detailed discussions about the idea of converting the Serpentine-Jarrahdale shire 
office into a government school.  I was initially enthusiastic about that proposal.  I argued the case as strongly as 
I could.  However, I accept the reality of the minister’s decision.  There are some good reasons that that proposal 
cannot go ahead.  The minister’s decision is widely accepted throughout the community.  The first reason is that 
the projected student numbers in the proposal were higher than the real student numbers.  The second reason is 
that the expense of converting the buildings was greater than we had anticipated.  The third reason is that the 
population growth is expected to occur in Byford and, of course, the shire offices are in Mundijong, so we would 
be building a government high school away from the kids.  The fourth reason is that there is excess capacity at 
Armadale.  The fifth and most important point, which the minister hammered home very strongly, is that the 
facility itself would have ended up being a second-best option, and that is simply not acceptable for children in 
the government school system.  I accept that.  I was enthusiastic about the proposal and argued for it as best I 
could.  In time, when the population numbers justify it, there will be a government school in the Serpentine-
Jarrahdale area.   

Of course, the second option for which I have always stated my support is the establishment of an independent 
school on that site.  I have some enthusiastic allies in the region.  In fact, I have found myself lined up with Ken 
Court to try to achieve this outcome.  I congratulate him for the effort he and his group have put into this 
initiative.  Daron Smith and I both believe it is essential that there be secondary education opportunities in 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  We understand that young families often move to Serpentine-Jarrahdale because they are 
attracted to the semi-rural lifestyle, the space and the crime-free environment.  They move to Serpentine-
Jarrahdale because of its sense of community.  That sense of community exists very strongly and is nurtured 
while children attend the primary schools in that area.  However, when they enter their high school years, they 
disperse outside the shire.  The area lacks the central focus that a high school would offer.  The demographics of 
the Serpentine-Jarrahdale shire reveal that those between the ages of 12 and 25 are underrepresented in that area.  
I suggest that that is the result of families moving out of the area when their children want to pursue education 
opportunities.  The lack of secondary education facilities is preventing the creation of social cohesion in 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  I know, and the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale knows, that that is one of the key 
elements to the development of the shire.  I know that the minister must consider the impact of the proposal for a 
grammar school on neighbouring schools, both government and non-government.  However, the reality is that 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 28 October 2004] 

 p7518b-7520a 
Mr Martin Whitely; Mr Alan Carpenter 

 [2] 

children from the shire disperse all over the place and attend schools in Mandurah, Pinjarra, Rockingham and the 
greater Armadale area.   

The impact of establishing a school - when it is fully operational we are looking at about 300 students - will be 
fairly minimal.  Although the minister must consider that impact, he must bear in mind at all times that the first 
priority is the provision of quality education to those children.  More than that, we need to encourage the sense 
of community and social cohesion that a low-fee, quality independent school would offer Serpentine-Jarrahdale.   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Education and Training) [9.58 am]:  I thank the member for 
Roleystone for bringing this matter to my attention, and to the attention of Parliament, by way of a grievance.  I 
know he has been working in the Serpentine-Jarrahdale area with Daron Smith, who is the Labor Party candidate 
for that area.  He is very keen to ensure that the required infrastructure to sustain a community is in place.  I 
congratulate both Mr Smith and the member for Roleystone for keeping up the pressure.  I do not have much 
hesitation in saying that no member of Parliament is more consistent in his or her advocacy of educational issues 
than the member for Roleystone.  I am sure he will be a great loss to the people in area.  The people who are 
behind this push to have a new school established are very well aware of that.  I have had meetings with them in 
the company of the member for Roleystone.  We had good and constructive meetings with people advocating 
both a new government high school and a new non-government school.  The meetings were held in good spirits.  
The proposition put forward was about the possibility of a government school in the shire office, and we set 
about analysing that.  The member for Roleystone has basically provided a history of what happened to that.  I 
say well done to the member for Roleystone; I am sure his efforts will be recognised by the people he has 
represented so well.   

This is not an application for a new government school, because the determination, based on the population 
projection figures provided to me by the Department of Education and Training, is that although in the longer 
term, and probably not that long, there will certainly be a requirement for a new government high school in that 
area; at the moment there is no such requirement.  The member for Roleystone said it was also determined that 
the proposal to take over the facility in the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale would not provide the kind of facility 
that should be provided as a brand new school for children in the government system in the twenty-first century.  
However, the shire should be congratulated for trying to be creative, innovative and proactive in doing the best 
for its community.  However, this proposition by the Serpentine-Jarrahdale Grammar School is for a non-
government school.  An application has been lodged with the Office of Non-Government and International 
Education, which also comes under my portfolio, for advanced determination on the merits of that proposition.  
The school components have also completed the advertising requirements and will lodge the school’s 
constitution for registration later this week.  There is a strong desire by this group of people to establish a non-
government school.  As the minister, I am required by the Acts under which I operate to go about this with 
regard to due process.  The minister must take into consideration the effect that the opening of a proposed school 
would have on the capacity of each existing school, or a section of an existing school, in the geographic region 
from which the proposed school would draw its enrollees to continue to provide the educational programs they 
provided prior to the opening of the proposed school.  In other words, if this new school gets a guernsey, what 
impact will it have?  We must have regard to - 

(a) the projected enrolments at the existing schools for the 5 year period after the opening of the 
proposed school; 

That is where demographic projections come into play; they are quite strong in that area - 

(b) the projected changes that the proposed school would have on the level and nature of the 
educational programme of the existing schools; 

In other words, some subject areas may have to be dropped because children might be drawn away - 

(c) the projected population growth in the geographic region from which the proposed school 
would draw its enrollees; and 

(d) the likely number of potential enrollees at the proposed school. 

The process that the proponents are going through now must address those issues.  They are aware of that and 
they will submit that sort of information to us as their application proceeds.  They have made an application for 
an advance determination that will be assessed against criteria that include -  

•  The likely significant reduction in enrolments or, as appropriate, projected enrolments; 

That is the enrolments in existing government and/or non-government schools in the catchment area over five 
years.  The criteria continue -  
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•  The likely loss of staff or other resources sufficient to cause contraction of curriculum offerings to 
a point which would significantly jeopardise an existing school’s educational program; or 

•  The likely unplanned closure of a school, or identifiable section of a school (eg. kindergarten and 
pre-primary . . .  

That is, pulling kids out of another school to the detriment of their primary, lower secondary or upper secondary 
education.  Having said that, my initial responses have generally been related to the proposition of a new 
government school.  I took the advice of the Department of Education and Training that at the moment the 
expenditure of additional public moneys to establish a new school there is not warranted.  I think it is now 
critical for the proponents of the non-government school to establish that such a school will not have a 
detrimental effect on either the government schools - I accept what the member for Roleystone has said about 
that - or other non-government schools.  When this proposition comes forward we will be required by legislation 
to seek the advice and the opinions of the Catholic Education Office, the Association of Independent Schools 
and any other affected party.  That will provide everybody who has an interest with the chance to put forward 
their view and response to this proposition.  I give this commitment to the proponents and the member for 
Roleystone: I will take on board the recommendations of the committee that assesses the application with a 
completely open mind.  If it is warranted - and it does seem to be - we will support it.  I am not necessarily 
directly bound by the recommendations, so even if a recommendation were against the application, I could still 
consider it and perhaps say that we think that for the longer term there is a justifiable case.  I will keep an open 
mind, and I will respond directly to Ken Court, who is leading the proponents, and tell him exactly that.  I thank 
the member for bringing this matter to our attention.  
 


